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Email: board@ap5.org Movie in the Park 
Due to on going Covid 19 concerns, the “Movie in the Park” event has been 
canceled till further notice. 

April 16th - Spring Community Garage Sale. Sale starts at 7:00 am. Get ready for 
some spring cleaning and make some money!

Board of Directors Sierra Verde 
Holiday Decorating Contest 

The 2021 Board Meetings  Board Meetings will be on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, and will be held 
at the Arrowhead Country Club, 19888 N 73rd Ave, Glendale, starting at 6:00 pm. This location can 
change so check the website to verify meeting location. 

Arrowhead Ranch 
              Phase V Newsletter

Fall 2021

It’s that time of year to dig out those holiday decorations and give that house the Clark 
Griswold makeover. Announcing the Sierra Verde annual holiday decorations contest.  
This year’s contest will be 
judged the weekend of Dec 
11-12, earlier than previous 
years, so don’t be waiting too 
long with those final touches. 
Winners will be announced the 
week before Christmas, giving 
everyone plenty of opportunity 
to drive the community and 
see for yourself who our 
esteemed judges have selected 
as winners. This year’s prize 
will be $50 for each section in 
the HOA and additional Grand 
Prize of $50. Good luck to all 
you participants!

mailto:board@ap5.org
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Know your neighborhood birds
For more information on our neighborhood birds, check out the Facebook group: “Wildlife for My Glendale Az Neighbors”. 
All of these beauties were found in our neighborhood over the past 8 months.

Bald Eagle Great Horned Owl Killdeer Glossy-faced Ibis Common Starling

2021 BUDGET PROCESS, DUES INCREASE, AND MAJOR PROJECT FOR THE YEAR 
The 2021 budget brought about some challenges for the Board of Directors due to a variety of factors. First, the HOA lost 
approximately $48,000 annually in special assessments from the two apartment complexes located adjacent to Sierra 
Verde. Secondly, the HOA was forced to replace the worn-out pump house, which cost the community approximately 
$250,000. Finally, in 2021, every wall in the community that belongs to the association will be addressed. Every section 
needs a complete retexture and paint at a minimum. Numerous areas throughout the community need to be rebuilt as the 
foundation or wall section are failing due to a variety of factors. The board hired a Consultant that specializes in wall 
maintenance to evaluate every section of wall and work with the Board to complete a detailed Request for Proposal (RFP) 
that will go out too numerous contractors to bid on the project. The Board hopes to award a contract early in 2022 in order 
to complete the project next year. Preliminary estimates for this project have ranged between $1-2 million. 
The community is aging and some of these major projects are needed to keep Sierra Verde a beautiful 
place to live for decades to come. Previous Boards have done an amazing job over the years to build 
up a reserve fund that should allow us to complete the scheduled projects however it is important to 
maintain that reserve fund. The Board of Directors will continue to work hard to keep the dues as low 
as possible, in a fiscally responsible manner, while maintaining the community standards we all desire 
and expect of the association. However, due to these circumstances, it became apparent that the Board 
should increase dues from $370 semi-annual to $400 semi-annual. 

DON’T MISS OUT!  
If you are looking for your own copy of the newsletter delivered 
directly to your email account, please email 

Michelle.Armstrong@cityproperty.com and furnish her with your email address 
so she can add your email address to our distribution list. Once your email 
address has been added to the distribution list you should start receiving your 
own copy of our newsletter every quarter.

The City of Glendale has a wealth of information.www.glendaleaz.com

 Your neighborhood website showing all things HOA. www.SierraVerde.org

City Links

http://www.glendaleaz.com
mailto:michelle.Armstrong@cityproperty.com
http://www.SierraVerde.org
http://www.SierraVerde.org
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HELPFUL REMINDERS FROM YOUR HOA 

Sierra Verde is one of the most sought-after 
areas in the Phoenix area. A lot has to do with 
the beautiful greenbelts that weave through our 
neighborhoods and the lakes, but a lot of it also 
has to do with how well our homes are 
maintained in this community. Everyone has a 
slightly different taste when it comes to 
landscaping, and color choices. Paint schemes 
and landscaping are part of the community 
handbook, and any changes you may make are 
required to comply with these documents. If you 
have a fading paint job on your house, you can 
always paint it the same exact colors as it is now, 
but if you want to pick one of the alternate color 
schemes, an architectural request must be 
submitted though the resident portal. It is a fairly 
simple process and provided you comply with the 

documents; it is also a fairly quick turn-around. The same applies to landscaping changes, including adding retaining walls, 
changing plant types etc. There are several other aspects of the community handbook that address roofing tiles, solar 
installations and lighting. 

Here are a few more reminders from the community handbook: 
• The wrought iron view fence is owned and maintained by the HOA. Therefore, nothing should be attached to the block wall or 

wrought iron fence. Further reminders that lights are to be approved before installation and nothing should be installed on 
the wrought iron fence. 

• Dogs without a leash in the community common areas. All dogs must be leashed at all times - it’s the law. No dog should be 
allowed to run loose in common areas. Furthermore, dogs need to be leashed and handled by a person able to control the 
dog. There have been complaints about dogs being allowed to roam free and creating issues for other dog owners. Dog 
owners are responsible for picking up after their dogs and keeping their dogs leashed. If you see dogs constantly without a 
leash, please contact the City of Glendale as there is a serious fine for violating the leash law. 

• Landscape Maintenance – 
• Weeds – With a year of excessive moisture weeds will start to grow very quickly, please continue to maintain your 

landscaping and remove weeds. 
• Lawns – Lawns are to be maintained. If you are experiencing spots that will not grow grass you may have grubs. There are 

very inexpensive products that attach to your hose that will help you with that issue. Any hardware store can help. 
• Dead/dying trees – If you have a dead or dying tree please remove it. Planting a new tree is required if you don’t have a tree 

in the front yard.  
• Front Yard Landscaping 

• Front yard landscaping must have a minimum of one (1) fifteen-gallon tree, five (5) five gallon plants, organic or inorganic 
ground cover and underground irrigation to plant material.  

• Architectural Approval is also needed beforehand. 

The community handbook is provided on the resident portal or the City app for your use. These documents are what provide 
the basis of design that our community was built around. Residents are encouraged to read through these when they start the 
process so they understand them and can envision their dream within the guidelines they provide. Assistance is available 
through City Property and you can email the architectural committee at arch@ap5.org with questions prior to submitting a 
request. While it may seem like a hurdle, this is a big part of why our community has remained one of the top-rated 
communities and our home values have continued to climb.

mailto:arch@ap5.org


Crimes Reported  
2/1/21 - 11/5/21
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Easy Homemade Sugar Scrub

• 1 cup sugar 
• 4 tablespoons coconut oil (melt if solid) 
• 10-15 drops essential oil of your choice.

This DIY easy homemade sugar scrub exfoliates and moisturizes all 
at once.  Your skin will feel brand new and incredibly soft and 
luxurious. It is simple to make yourself with just three main 
ingredients that you likely have on hand already.  It takes about two 
minutes to make and is much less expensive than store-bought sugar 
scrubs.   This sugar scrub makes a great holiday gift when given in 
cute little reusable glass jars. 

Email your stories or recipes to: SierraVerdeNewsletterStories@gmail.com

Arrest

mailto:SierraVerdeNewsletterStories@gmail.com
mailto:SierraVerdeNewsletterStories@gmail.com
mailto:SierraVerdeNewsletterStories@gmail.com
mailto:SierraVerdeNewsletterStories@gmail.com


CORONADO TRAIL 
This month’s newsletter will highlight the final trail in our community called, “The Coronado Trail”. It’s 
another one of those trails where I just wonder what the master plan was. It is very scenic with some 
amazing views of our lakes. Especially at sunrise or sunset. We have spotted numerous types of birds in this 
area including Bald Eagles, Osprey, Falcons, Hawks, King Fishers, Lovebirds and lots of water foul that 
include Canadian geese, various varieties of Ducks, Herons, and Egrets. Most of the bird photos in the 
newsletters over the past couple years have been from along this trail.  
We’ll start today’s hike at point 23 in the center of our map near Sierra Verde Park, and head southeast ish 

along Arrowhead loop for a short distance. In a couple hundred feet you’ll see the greenbelt heading north 
between the lakes. Follow this path under the palm trees. Careful here because a lot of Starlings and sometimes Lovebirds live in 
these trees. You’d hate to get a surprise from above! Once on the north side of the lake, turn right on that sidewalk that parallels 
the north side of the lake. Keep walking east along the lake till the sidewalk takes a left turn towards Monona Dr. At Monona, 
turn right again and follow the sidewalk east to the lake. It will again turn north just after the bench. In a hundred feet or so, 
you’ll see the trail sign that I’ve labeled 11 on this map. Cross the bridge and keep going east a short distance till you get to 69th 
Ave. Turn right on 69th Ave and continue south 0.2 miles back to Arrowhead Loop. Lots of beautiful front yards along 69th Ave. 
At Arrowhead Loop you can either turn right and continue east to 67th Ave where you’ll find the trail sign that I’ve labeled 12 on 
the map and maybe cross the street and get some Starbucks at Safeway. Or you turn left at Arrowhead Loop and walk along the 
south side of the lake back to our original starting point. This trail is great for photography so make sure you bring your camera.
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NEIGHBORHOOD TRAILS 
Did you know we have 5 trails crisscrossing our community? It’s true. Supposedly, 
they were originally part of a planned trail system with the City of Glendale. That’s 
the rumor anyway - we haven’t been able to confirm. Regardless, they run through 
our neighborhood. You may have seen the trail signs when out walking. Over the 
next several newsletters, we’ll be giving a description of each of the 5 trails. 

1. De Gamma Trail (0.93 miles) - July 2020 
2. Balboa Trail - (0.75 miles) - October 2020 
3. Cortez Trail - (0.89 miles) - January 2021 
4. De Leon Trail - (0.90 miles) - April 2021 
5. Coronado Trail - (0.50 miles) - Fall 2021
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Please People, No Fishing or Parking in the Lake 
We have many signs around the lake that say our community does not allow fishing in our local lake. This is due to many 

reasons. The lake is stocked with a very specific type of fish that help keep the lakes 
ecosystem in check. Part of our HOA dues are allocated to this task. In addition, we 
continually see the 
water foul tangled up in 
discarded fishing line. 
Most of these birds 
tangled up in the fishing 
line will parish. We’ve 
even heard numerous 
reports of birds having 
fishing lures stuck in 
them. 
Additionally, while it’s 
not posted, we would 
like to reiterate that the 
HOA does not allow 
parking in the lake. FYI: 
this was an unfortunate 
accident on May 7th but 
fortunately, no one was hurt.

A brazen fisherman who clearly 
walked past the no fishing sign. 

When you see this, please call the 
police’s non-emergency number. 
We’re all paying for this idiot to 

break the rules.

A SIMPLE TIP TO PREVENT WATER DAMAGE IN YOUR HOME 
If you ever see an orange stain on the side of your 2-story home trailing below a PVC fitting, or water coming 
from a PVC exiting your house near the ground you may be experiencing a clogged A/C unit. 
Most of our homes have one or two A/C units that sit outside the house. That unit connects to an Air Handler 
located either in the attic or a closet. It typically has two drains in the pan to catch the condensation being 
generated from the cold air. A primary drain and a secondary drain. That drain pan then has a PVC pipe 
connected to it that exits to the side of the house. If you see a stain below where that pipe exits the house, that’s 
an indication the primary drain in your HVAC condensation pan is clogged.  

It’s not a problem, unless the secondary/back-up drain becomes clogged as well. When that happens, you will most likely have 
water damage on your ceiling. Clearly an issue everyone wants to avoid. 

If your system is in a closet, it is a good preventative maintenance to vacuum the drain line once or twice a season as well. You 
may not have a redundant system. 

The good news is a small wet vac and a ladder to get into the attic is typically all you need to resolve the issue.  
The preferred method would be going into the attic. There will be roughly 3/4" PVC on the drain pan below the air handler, 
which typically has a removable cap. Use the vacuum to pull the blockage up. If you were successful, you will see water going 
down the lower port in the pan. 

There is a way to get it from below, however it may not be successful. For this you will need the shop vac, a small bucket or 
coffee can, screwdriver, towels, and flashlight. If you look under the sink nearest the drain pan you may see tubing/hose coming 
out of the wall and going into the drain above the P-trap. Disconnect the tubing with rags and bucket in place, this could get 
messy, and suck the blockage down (not the preferred method, because the blockage must travel all the way through the hose 
and could become worse) with the shop vac. Here's where it gets messy. The water in the pan will now be coming down while 
you are reconnecting the hose. If you are quick, it won't be too bad. 
For visuals search YouTube, which is a great source for home tips in general. 
Good luck and keep it dry!


